
 

 

 

 

September 29, 2015 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton, Chair 

Energy & Commerce Committee 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

The Honorable Frank Pallone, Ranking Member 

Energy & Commerce Committee 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

Dear Chairman Upton and Ranking Member Pallone:  

 

The National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a), which 

represents the 623 Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) and more than 250 

Title VI Native American aging programs in the U.S., strongly opposes a 

provision in the budget reconciliation instructions proposed by the 

House Energy and Commerce Committee and scheduled for committee 

consideration beginning today.  

 

As proposed, the instructions would eliminate current and future 

funding for the Prevention and Public Health Fund (PPHF), which 

would gut a valuable source of funding for evidence-based prevention 

and wellness programming for older adults. We strongly oppose the 

elimination of this critical federal investment in promoting wellness and 

preventing the diseases that are a main driver of health care costs.  

 

Supporting evidence-based prevention and wellness programs for older 

adults is imperative, given the nation’s aging population and growing 

rates of chronic disease. More than 80 percent of Americans age 65 and 

older have at least one chronic condition, and half have at least two. 

Costs, both in terms of health care dollars and disability rates, are 

staggering. Among older adults, chronic conditions account for nearly 

95 percent of health care expenditures and limit the activities of 

millions of people, decreasing their productivity and ability to live 

independently.  

 

Lawmakers and administrators should build upon, not undermine, 

proven, cost-effective evidence-based health promotion and disease 

prevention programs for older adults at the community level, including 

chronic disease self-management and falls prevention programs 



provided by the Aging Network under the Administration for Community Living (ACL) 

leadership. These programs deliver proven results and reduce Medicare and Medicaid costs. 

 

In FY 2015, $8 million of the PPHF went to ACL to support the Chronic Disease Self-

Management Program, and $5 million supported falls prevention activities, and we believe 

that continuing these programs play a vital role in supporting the health, well-being and 

independence of millions of seniors. We urge you to reject the portion of the budget 

reconciliation instructions that would jeopardize these investments aimed at keeping seniors 

healthy and independent.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Sandy Markwood 

Chief Executive Officer 

    

 


